Mister One-
Day-Late

ID YOU KNOW that the solid rocket boosters on a space shuttle
are of a width gauged to two horses” behinds? The boosters had
to fit through a railroad tunnel on the way to the launch site. U.S. rail-
road tracks are gauged to ancient roads in England; the first English
immigrants to the U.S. built the only kind of road they knew. Back in
England, the roads were built to accommodate horse carts. A different
road width would’ve broken the cart wheels, because then the carts
wouldn’t have been the same width as the deep ruts in the road. Who
built the ancient rutted roads in Europe? The Imperial Roman legions.
They used this width because it was the width of a Roman war chariot—
specifically, the width of two horses” behinds.
Do we sometimes do things because “that’s the way we've always
done it”? Do we follow traditions without asking why? Is it possible

that human traditions not from God have entered the Christian church?

Thoughts to Remember:

+ “He said to them, ‘All too well you reject the commandment of God, that you may keep your
tradition” (Mark 7:9). Christ knew people would begin to put tradition above His law. “Study to
show thyself approved unto God” (2 Timothy 2:15). Open the Bible for yourself so you won't be
deceived by human traditions in place of God's law.

+ “And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had done, and he rested on the
seventh day from all his work which he had done. Then God blessed the seventh day and
sanctified it" (Genesis 2:2, 3). God repeated this law, first given at creation, when He traced it
on tablets of stone at Sinai; but the Sabbath existed long before there were any Israelites.

+ The seventh day Sabbath is more than choosing between two days. It is choosing between
two masters—God and Satan. Imagine Mr. One-Day-Late and his family. The Lates have been
a day late for birthdays, holidays, and church for generations. They used to worship alone at
church because they didn't make it until Sunday. But now when they go to church a day late,
the church is packed! What changed? What happened?

+ The book of Daniel prophesies that someone will try to change the Sabbath. “I saw in my
vision by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were stirring up the great sea,and four
great beasts came up from the sea, each different from the other” (Daniel 7:2, 3). These beasts
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