Survivors
of the
Longest War

OMETIMES MAKING THE RIGHT CHOICE can be a matter

of life or death. In a TV drama, a character may have just seconds
to decide which wire to cut in order to defuse the bomb. If someone in
your family had a heart attack, you'd call an ambulance. What if you
asked the ambulance driver if he knew the way to the hospital, and he
replied, “I think so”? His driving could mean the difference between
life and death for your loved one. Is that good enough, or do you want
him to be certain which way to go?

But are we certain which way to go in churches? Shouldn’t we
know it if God has a church on earth today? Not all roads lead to Rome;

and not all roads lead to heaven either. Let’s study it in God’s Word.

Thoughts to Remember:

+ “| also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock | will build my church, and the gates
of hades [hell] shall not prevail against it” (Matthew 16:18). Jesus said, “Your name is Peter [the
moveable stone]; upon this rock [Christ, the Rock of Ages] | will build my church, and the gates
of hell will not prevail against it.” The church was not built on Peter. He denied Jesus three
times; hell did prevail against him. There is no foundation for the church except Jesus.

+ Here are reasons the Bible gives for joining a church:

m The Scriptures teach the importance of belonging to a church. “So the churches were
strengthened in the faith, and increased in number daily” (Acts 16:5).

m  Baptizing converts into the church body was part of Christ's Great Commission to the
disciples. “Go therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things
that | have commanded you...” (Matthew 28:18-20).

m Heaven's godly, organized functioning requires the church to be organized also. “So
when they had appointed elders in every church, and prayed with fasting, they
commended them to the Lord in whom they had believed” (Acts 14:23).

+ The way to find truth isn’t by picking a church first, then embracing its beliefs. We find truth by
studying the Bible first, then finding a church that follows its teachings. Salvation is not by
church membership, however, but through a relationship with Christ.

+ In Revelation 12, a woman (representing the true church) gives birth—a symbol of the emerg-
ence of Christianity. Satan attacks this new church, but God protects it.
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