Sleeping
Through the
Sirens

F THE PEOPLE who worked in the Twin Towers had known on

September 10, 2001, what was about to happen, would they have
gone to work on the 11th? If you were about to cross a field, but some-
one told you it was full of mines and poisonous snakes, wouldn’t you be
glad for the warning?

You can be glad that the biggest event in Earth’s history will only

come after many signs. Jesus is coming! And He has given us a whole

series of signals so we can know His coming is near.

Thoughts to Remember:

+ Jesus said, “Let not your heart be troubled...| will come again” (John 14:1-3). The disciples
answered, “And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age” (Matthew
24:3)? Jesus listed more than 20 signs of His return in the Bible. We'll ook at 15 of these signs.

+ False christs and false prophets. “For false christs and false prophets shall arise,” Jesus told
us in Matthew 24:5, 11, 24. Recently, in several countries, people have followed after one
person or another who called himself Christ. We also see an explosion of interest in the occult,
astrology, and New Age movements.

+ International conflict. Ability to destroy the earth. Fragile peace agreements. “You will hear of
wars and rumors of wars...For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom”
(Matthew 24:6, 7). Jesus is talking about war on a global scale. World War | had 20 million
casualties. World War Il had 50 million. But the 20th and 21st centuries have been the bloodiest
of all: Korea, Vietnam, Bosnia, Rwanda, Afghanistan, Kuwait, and many others. Jesus
predicted this explosion of conflict: “...And on the earth distress of nations, with perplexity, the
sea and the waves roaring “ (Luke 21:25). Thermonuclear warfare is new in history. Never
before have humans had the capability to destroy ourselves completely. God tells us He is
coming to “destroy those who destroy the earth” (Revelation 11:18). Political leaders sign
meaningless peace agreements around the world. If peace even comes after such agreements,
it is shaky and temporary at best. “For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden
destruction cometh upon them...and they shall not escape” (1 Thessalonians 5:3).

+ Famines. Pestilences. Earthquakes. Natural disasters. “There will be famines, pestilences,
and earthquakes in various places” (Matthew 24:6, 7). About 57 million people die from lack of
food each year. Of the world's population of 6 billion, 60 percent are malnourished and 20
percent are starving. Forty million people worldwide live with AIDS—not counting SARS, mad
cow, cholera, influenza, hepatitis, malaria, smallpox, and other diseases. In the last 90 years,

Sleeping
Through the
Sirens

F THE PEOPLE who worked in the Twin Towers had known on

September 10, 2001, what was about to happen, would they have
gone to work on the 11th? If you were about to cross a field, but some-
one told you it was full of mines and poisonous snakes, wouldn'’t you be
glad for the warning?

You can be glad that the biggest event in Earth’s history will only
come after many signs. Jesus is coming! And He has given us a whole

series of signals so we can know His coming is near.

Thoughts to Remember:

+ Jesus said, “Let not your heart be troubled...I will come again” (John 14:1-3). The disciples
answered, “And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age” (Matthew
24:3)? Jesus listed more than 20 signs of His return in the Bible. We'll ook at 15 of these signs.

+ False christs and false prophets. “For false christs and false prophets shall arise,” Jesus told
us in Matthew 24:5, 11, 24. Recently, in several countries, people have followed after one
person or another who called himself Christ. We also see an explosion of interest in the occult,
astrology, and New Age movements.

+ International conflict. Ability to destroy the earth. Fragile peace agreements. “You will hear of
wars and rumors of wars...For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom”
(Matthew 24:6, 7). Jesus is talking about war on a global scale. World War | had 20 million
casualties. World War Il had 50 million. But the 20th and 21st centuries have been the bloodiest
of all: Korea, Vietnam, Bosnia, Rwanda, Afghanistan, Kuwait, and many others. Jesus
predicted this explosion of conflict: “...And on the earth distress of nations, with perplexity, the
sea and the waves roaring “ (Luke 21:25). Thermonuclear warfare is new in history. Never
before have humans had the capability to destroy ourselves completely. God tells us He is
coming to “destroy those who destroy the earth” (Revelation 11:18). Political leaders sign
meaningless peace agreements around the world. If peace even comes after such agreements,
it is shaky and temporary at best. “For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden
destruction cometh upon them...and they shall not escape” (1 Thessalonians 5:3).

+ Famines. Pestilences. Earthquakes. Natural disasters. “There will be famines, pestilences,
and earthquakes in various places” (Matthew 24:6, 7). About 57 million people die from lack of
food each year. Of the world's population of 6 billion, 60 percent are malnourished and 20
percent are starving. Forty million people worldwide live with AIDS—not counting SARS, mad
cow, cholera, influenza, hepatitis, malaria, smallpox, and other diseases. In the last 90 years,



1530 3y 1o} plom InoA abueyd [Im aH ‘Uoos pue ‘Janaq ay) 1o} 9yl INoA abueyd [|Im aH ") pue
ueay InoA ojul pos) %Sy ‘mou 1ybur Keid pue peay InoA moq 1snl ‘pliom ey U aal| 0} Buoj nok j| «

P09 puR * * * NOA UIIM)IQ ISnp

‘f1aJes 108)ad pue adead Jo pliom e—nok 10} pliom Jajaq e Sey aH “Bullayns

pue ‘aydelieay ‘ssahs 01 pus ue Ind 01 Uoos BUILOD S,8H Teyl SI [[e Jo SMau 1Saq 8y} Ing ‘Smau
poob s,eyl pue ‘Aepol aji| JNoA Ul jlowny ayy yum noA djay ued snsar ¢Apeal NoA aly ¢Sl
350J2 MOy 83s noA oQ ¢Buiwod SiH Jo subis ay) 01 uonuane Buifed am are 1ng “Apdinb awod 0}
WIH Joy Buoj am ‘wistio.Ia) JO SIOB ‘UoIRAJRIS Ul S31||3¢ PIPUBISIP YIM UIP|IYD |[BWS ‘SIa)SesIp
10 SJUN02Je Peal AM UBYM ,iSNSaL pIoT ‘awo), ‘Aeld am ‘a1 01 pjIyd e ‘puegsny e ‘ajim

© Ae| am awn A19A3 "00] [IOWIN} Ul 88 SBAI| UMO INO ‘BUIOS 10} puY "|IOWN} Ul SI PIOM By +

* * * NOA J0) Igessaul uoy-aye),, 3yl

*adoun3 ul poo 0} pauin) aAey oym suoljjiw

8y} ur ‘eulyd ul pauado sey poo SIoop ays Ul ‘seale 1slunwiwo) ui payoeaid aq o3 [adsob

3} pajqeua Jeys |leA Uliag aus Jo el ayl Ui :mou uaas uaddey o1 Buiuuibaq 1 88s ap “(¥T:v2
MBUNBIA) ,BUWOI [|IM PUS B} USY} pue ‘SUOIRU B} |[B 01 SSaUNM © Se plIom 8y} |l ui paydeaid
aq ||Im wopBury ay Jo [adsob siyy puy, “ublIs [eul} ayj SI SIYL ‘PHOM 3j0UM ay) 0] Usye) [2dSo9) «

*AIIN23s anJ) aAey am Ued snsar Ul

Auo "s1ayo Buneayd ybnoiyy paureb yieam Ajfeinadsa—~Aales 1o Anaas Aue apinoid J,uom i
pUe ‘81048q JaA8 UBY} aNn[eA SSa| aARY [|IM ASUOW ‘SBWOI ISLIYD 8104aq SABp 8y Ul Ing “|IA8 10U
SI JasH Yeap “(7-T:G Sawer) ,SAep 1se| sy Ul Yijeam papJeoy aAeY NOA™ PapOII0d ale IBA|IS
pue pjob INoA "Say10jd INOA Uslea aAey SUIoW pue ‘panol Sey yieam InoA ‘noA uodn Buiwod s
1ey) AJasiw ayy Jo asnedaaq |rem pue daam ‘ajdoad Yo noA ‘uaisi| MO, Alureussun JIWou0dg «

¢Mou uey Aissaiusjal alow—xas [ensed ‘saied pue sqnjoiybiu ‘sbnip ‘joyooje—ainses|d
pansind ajdoad aney usyp ¢Aepo ueyl a9ud)SIXa S,p09) Jo pue uoibijal Jo [eandays aiow usaq
sey Aloisiy ur awin Jeym ‘(v ‘g ‘T:€ Aylowi] g) ,po9 Jo S1ano| Ueyl alow sainsea|d o S1ano|aq
leys uswsAep 1se| ayl Ul 1ey} ‘os[e mouy SIYL, ¢ (E:€ 181ad g) Huiwod sy jo asiwoid sy si
alay ‘Buifes sAep 1se| Y} Ul SWOI [|IM SIBL0IS ™, "ainsea|d o A0 "wsondas Jo apnIny «

"90USJOIA pue 3w AQ Pa10aYe SI plOM

ay1 ul Anunod A1ang *(TT:9 SISaUID)) ,29UDJOIA LIIM Pa||l} SBM Yliea ay) pue ‘pos alojeq 1dniiod
SeMm 0S[e Uuea ayl, ‘AL uo ybney si uonduasap Alans Jo Alfelowwi pue ‘quuijd 0) SaNURUOI
ares Aoueubald Ussl By jOMI JO IN0 BUO SeM I G66T U| “Sabellrew zT A1ans 10} 82J0AIP

aUO Sem aJay) 06T Ul ‘Ajpeq pareliolalap sey 1 ing ‘asy ul pooh si abelre (6€-/€:72
Maynel) Aeme |[e Wwayl Y001 pue awed pooji Yl [Iun mouy 1ou pip [Aay] e sy palsius
UeoN eyl Aep ay) |nunpooj ay alojaq sAep ay) Ul Se 104 "3q UBJ\ JO UOS 3y} Jo Buiwod

3 [|Im OS[e 0S ‘a1am LRON JO SAep ay) Se Ing, "99Ud0IA puR awLd Buisry Aeaap [RIO

.”“MOUY M JeU) JaUUBLU B Ul aJi] UIRISNS 0] 3|qeun ag [|IM 11 Tey) piom Buial ay) Jaie

0s Aew**saanaeld 1U81IND INO JO AUeW ‘PaxIayd 10U J| "S32IN0SBI [EINLID UO PUR JUSWUOCIIAUS
aU uo afewiep a|qisIaAaLl UYO puR ysiey 101Ul SaniAnde uewnH, ‘Buiuiem Juswarels

© paubis SIsUaIoS puesnoy) e Jano AjJuaday ‘ueduuel sl uonnjjod "uonnjjod [eluswWuoIIAUT «

"S1eay Pajgnol Wied UBd SWU0IS SWijed oym aH *(2z ‘T:¥T uyor) .pajqno. aq

1eay JnoA 1ou 187, 1SUYD snsar Buimouy ul s A1indas Ajuo ayL "squioq Wwore uoljjiw T Jo Jamod
AU} UM UBadQ J1oed B} Ul OUBI|OA SAISSEU B 101pald SISHUSIDS "S0PRULIO) /62T 10 pJ0dal
areuNnlojuN Ue 18S "S'N 8yl £66T Ul "Sayenbyues Jo ynsal e se palp aney ajdoad uoljiw §'T

1530 3y} 1o} plom InoA abueyd [Im aH ‘U0os pue ‘Janaq ay) 1o} i INoA abueyd [|Im aH ") pue
ueay InoA ojul pos) %Sy ‘mou ybur Keid pue peay InoA moq 1snl ‘plom ey Ut oAl 0 Buoj nok j| «

P09 puR * * * NOA UIIM)IQ JSnp

‘faJes 108)ad pue adead Jo pliom e—nok 10} pliom Jaliaq e Sey aH “Bullayns

pue ‘aydelieay ‘ssahls 01 pus Ue Ind 01 Uoos BUILOD S,8H Jey) SI |[e Jo SMau 1S3 8y} Ing ‘Smau
poob seyl pue ‘Aepol aji| JNoA Ul jlowny ayy yum noA djay ued snsar ¢ Apeal NoA aiy ¢Sl
350J2 Moy 83s noA oq ¢Buiwod SiH Jo subis ay) 01 uonuane Buifed am are 1ng “Apainb awod 0}
WIH Joj Buo| am ‘WS1I04I3} JO S198 ‘UONRAIRIS Ul S3I||30 PapUaISIP Yl UsIp|Iyd [lews ‘sislsesip
10 S)UN0JJe Peal AM UBYM ,iSNSAL pI0T ‘awo), ‘Aeld am ‘1sal 01 pjIyd e ‘pueqsny e ‘ajim

© Ae| am awn A19A3 "00] [IOWINY Ul 818 SBAI| UMO INO ‘BUIOS 10} puY “IOWN] Ul SI PIOM By +

* * * NOA J0) Igessaul uoy-aye),, 3yl

*adon3 ur poo 0} pauin) aAey oym suoljjiw

3y} ur reulyd ul pauado sey poo SI00p ay Ul ‘seale 1slunwiwo) ui payoeald aq o3 [adsob

B} pajqeua Jeys [lep Uliag aus Jo el ayl Ui :mou uaas uaddey o1 Buiuuibaq 11 88s s “(¥T:vg
MBUNBIA) ,BWOI [[IM PUS B} USY} pue ‘SUOIRU B} |[B 0} SSaUNM © Se plIom 8y} | ui paydeaid
aq ||Im wopBury ay Jo [adsob siy) puy, “ubls [eul} syl SI SIYL ‘PHOM 3j0UM 8y} 0) Usye) [2dS09) «

*A1LIN23s anJ) aAey am Ued snsar Ul

Auo "s1ay1o Buneayd ybnoiyy paureb yieam Ajfeinadsa—~Aales 1o Ainaas Aue apiaoid J,uom i
pU® ‘81048q JaA3 UBY) aNnfeA SSa| aARY [|IM ASUOW ‘SBWOI ISLIYD 81048q SABp 8y Ul Ing “|IA8 10U
SI JasH Yieap “(7-T:G Sawer) ,SAep 1se| syl Ul Yijeam papJeoy aAey NOA ™ Pap0II0d ale IaA|IS
pue pjob INoA "Say10j0 INOA Uslea aAey SUIoW pue ‘panol Sey yieam InoA ‘noA uodn Buiwod s
Teyr Auasiw ay) Jo asneaaq |rem pue deam ‘ajdoad yai noA ‘uaisi| MON, Aurenssun JIWouoIg

¢Mou uey) A|Ssajuajal a1ow—xas [ensed ‘sanred pue sqnjaiybiu ‘sbnip ‘[oyodje—ainses|d
pansind ajdoad aney usyp ¢Aepol ueyl a9ud1SIXa S,p09) Jo pue uoibijal Jo eandays alow usaq
sey Aloisiy ur awin Jeym ‘(v ‘g ‘T:€ Aylowi] g) ,po9 Jo S1ano| Ueyl alow sainsea|d o SIano|aq
leys uswsAep 1se| ayl Ul 1ey} ‘osfe mouy SiyL, ¢ (E:€ 181ad g) Huiwoa siy jo asiwoid ay si
alaym ‘Buifes sAep 1se| 8y} Ul SWOI [|IM SIBL0IS ™, "ainsea|d o aA0T "wsIondas Jo apnIny «

"90USJOIA pue 3w Aq Pa1oaye SI plom

ay ur Anunod A1sn3 *(TT:9 SISaUa9) ,89UBJ0IA YIIM PaJ|ll SeM Yles ayl pue ‘pos) alojaq 1dniiod
SeMm 0S[e Uuea ayl, ‘AL uo ybney si uonduasap Aians Jo Alfesowwi pue ‘quiijd 0) SaNURUOI
ares Aoueubald uas) By jOMI JO IN0 BUO SeM I G66T U| “Sabelliew zT A1ans 10} 82J0AIP

aUO Sem aJay) 06T Ul ‘Ajpeq pareliolalap sey 1 ing ‘asy ul pooh si abeluep (6€-/€:72
Mayne) Aeme |[e Wwayl %001 pue alwed pooj} 8yl [aun Mouy Jou pip [Aayl] e ayr palsius
UeoN eyl Aep ay) |nun"pooyj ay alojaq SAep ayl Ul Se 104 "3 UBJ\ JO UOS auy) Jo Buiwod

3 [|Im OS[e 0S ‘a1am LRON JO SAep ay) Se Ing, "99UdOIA pue awLd Buisry Aeaap [RIO

.”“MOUY SM Jey) JaUUBLU B U aJi UIRISNS 0] 3|qeun ag [|IM 11 Tey) pliom Buinl| ay) Jaie

0s Aew*"saonaeld 1U81IND INO JO AUeW ‘PaxIaYd 10U J| "S32IN0SBI [EINLID UO PUR JUSWUOCIIAUS
aU uo afewep a|qisiaAaLl UYO puR ysiey 101Ul SaniAlde uewnH, ‘Buiuiem uswarels

© paubis S1snuUaIoS puesnoy) e Jano Ajjuaday ‘ueduiel si uonnjjod "uonn|jod [eluswWuoIIAUT «

"Seay Pajgnol WIed UBd SWU0IS SWijed oym aH *(2z ‘T:¥T uyor) .pa|jgno. aq

1eay JnoA 1ou 187, 1SUYD snsar Buimouy ul s A1indas Ajuo ayL "squioq Wwore uoljiw T Jo Jamod
AU} UM UBadQ Jl1oed B} Ul OUBJ|OA SAISSBU B 10Ipaid SISHUBIDS "S0pRULIo) /62T 40 pJ0dal
areunlojun Ue 18S "S'N 8yl £66T Ul "Sayenbywies Jo ynsal e se palp arey ajdoad uoljiw G'T



