Why So Much
Suffering?

ANY PEOPLE around the world believe there’s no God. They

ave many reasons, but one reason is that if they accepted God’s

existence, they would need to worship and obey Him. But they don'’t
want to submit to a sovereign God, the Creator of the universe.

But if God is all-powerful, why does He allow suffering? The Bible

says Sil’l causes suffering. Have you ever wondered hOVV it began, and

more importantly, why God doesn’t step in and put an end to it?

Thoughts to Remember:

+ The story of evil starts with angels, popular today because of people’s interest in the super-
natural. Before God created our world, He created angels. The highest and most beautiful of all
His angels was Lucifer (light bearer). God said of Lucifer, “You were the model of perfection, full
of wisdom and perfect in beauty...You were anointed as a guardian cherub, for so | ordained
you” (Ezekiel 28:12-14).

+ Isaiah 14 tells us what happened to mar the perfection of heaven. “For you have said in your
heart, 'l will ascend into heaven, | will exalt my throne above the stars of God...| will be like the
most High™ (Isaiah 14:13, 14). Lucifer didn’t just break some obscure rule; He attempted to
overthrow God Himself and take God's place.

+ Here is the beginning of sin: vanity in the heart of Lucifer, leading to war in heaven. “And war

broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon and his
angels fought” (Revelation 12:7). Sin always brings conflict and suffering. But how did Lucifer—
now Satan-have an army? The Bible tells us he deceived a third of God’s angels into believing

his lies about God and joining him in his revolt.

+ But didn't God create Lucifer? Why didn't He create Lucifer to always obey Him? For the
same reason God created us with free will—because if you take away free choice, you take
away the ability to love. God wanted the freely chosen love of Lucifer, and He also wants your
love, freely chosen, freely given.

+ God and his loyal angels won the war and expelled Satan and his angels (now demons) from
heaven. “So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the devil and Satan, who
deceives the whole world...” (Revelation 12:9). It's worth asking ourselves: If Satan deceived
one third of the holy angels, can we humans expect to resist his temptations alone? Remember
that in every moment of temptation that you choose God, He will defeat Satan on your behalf.
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