Is Heaven
Real?

EVERAL YEARS BACK there ¥%

was a popular song titled “If I Ruled §
the World.” The songwriter said that
every day would be like the first da_y of
spring, everyone would be free as a bird,
and there would be sunshine in every
person’s sky. What would you do if you ruled the world? Would veg-
etables taste like chocolate chip cookies? Maybe you'd go right for the
biggies, such as world peace.

What kind of world would God make? It’s recorded in the Bible.

God already made a perfect world, and He will re-make it very soon.

Thoughts to Remember:

+ In Genesis we see the world God originally created. There was no sin, no suffering, and no
sadness. No one starved, there were no wars and no disappointed hopes. All was beautiful and
peaceful. We read about this same lovely world in Revelation. What happened between
Genesis and Revelation? Why do we look around today and see violence, suffering, and death?

+ It can be discouraging to live in today’s world with all its frustration, fear, and grief. You were
never meant to live a hard life in a sinful world; you were meant to live a life of love and joy in a
perfect world. This world is not your real home. As we read God's Word, we discover that we
won't be in this sinful world much longer—very soon we're going home!

+ God gave Adam and Eve perfect physical bodies and a lovely environment. But they rebelled,
putting their own opinions above God’s command. God had to tell them to leave the garden and
its Tree of Life, lest they eat from it and become immortal sinners.

+ God promised that this sinful world would be restored. The ancient prophets looked forward to
this restoration: “And that he may send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before, whom
heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all things which God has spoken by the
mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began” (Acts 3:21, 20). “Nevertheless we,
according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells”
(2 Peter 3:13).

+ Our problem, our challenge in a secular society, is that our minds become confused. Cars,
houses, clothes, television personalities become our gods. Our minds focus only on what we
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