Where Do
We Go When
We Die?

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN WE DIE? Do we go to heaven? Join
our ancestors? Reincarnate? A famous actress once told of her
near-death experience, describing other places she visited while out of
her body. Many others have described the sensation of leaving their
bodies, looking down at themselves, and traveling down a tunnel to-
ward a light.

Are these experiences genuine? Are they from God, or is another
force at work? Is the soul really leaving the body? Can we communi-
cate with the dead? God has given us the answers to these questions in

His Word.

Thoughts to Remember:

+ Four basic facts apply to every near-death experience (NDE):

®  None of the people who had NDEs actually died. They did not experience either of the
two deaths of medical science, clinical death and brain death.

®  Many NDEs precisely resemble hallucinations. University professor Timothy Leary
reported of his experience taking a hallucinogenic drug: “...After eating certain
hallucinogenic mushrooms, | realized that | had died...I could look back and see my
body in bed.” Aldous Huxley described his experience with mescaline: “My body
seems to have dissociated itself almost completely from my mind...It was odd, of
course, to feel that ‘I' was not the same as these arms and legs ‘out there.” Scientists
reported on purposely inducing hallucinations as an experiment. One subject said: |
felt as though | was looking down at myself, as though | was way out here in space...|
felt sort of separated.”

m  Out-of-body NDEs contradict Scripture. “As a cloud vanishes and is gone, so he who
goes down to the grave does not return. He will never come to his house again” (Job
7:9).

m  Many NDE details are frighteningly similar to the teachings of spiritualism. Reports of
going through dark tunnels toward a light and seeing loved ones or friends abound.

+ What exactly does spiritualism teach, and how is it not in harmony with Scripture?

m  Spiritualism teaches that the dead are not dead. The first lie Satan told on this earth
was to Eve: “You shall not surely die” (Genesis 3:4).

W Spiritualism teaches that the dead can communicate with the living. Could the dark
tunnel, the being of light, the relatives and friends beckoning, be a deception of Satan
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