The Mark of
the Beast

EFT BEHIND is a fictional series based on a sensational interpre-
tation of Bible prophecy. It speculates about the end times, teach-

ing of a secret rapture, a seven-year period of tribulation, and the rise of
an evil dictator called the Antichrist. In the eighth book of the series,
the Antichrist “brands” people with a mark on their hand or forehead.
There is another bestseller, however —one that has outsold even these
popular books. And it has the answers to our questions: What is the

mark of the beast? How can I avoid getting it? Who is the antichrist?
Thoughts to Remember:

+ Mark: (1) A visual symbol such as the golden arches of McDonald's or the interlocking rings of
the Olympic games. (2) An action that marks a person as a member of a group, such as (in the
religious world) trips to Mecca or regular attendance at a synagogue.

+ “Then | saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to
preach to those who dwell on the earth—to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people, saying with
a loud voice, ‘Fear God and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment has come; and
worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water...Then a third angel
followed them, saying with a loud voice, ‘If anyone worships the beast and his image and
receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand, he himself shall also drink of the wine of the
wrath of God™ (Revelation 14:7, 9, 10). Verse 7 says to worship God; verses 9 and 10 warn us
not to worship the beast. The issue is one of worship—a conflict between truth and error.

+ Revelation shows two groups, one worshiping the Creator and another worshiping the beast
(Revelation 14:7, 9). What is the basis of true worship? “You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory
and honor and power; for you created all things, and by your will were they created” (Revelation
4:11). God wasn't created, nor did He evolve. We worship Him as the Creator.

+ In the Ten Commandments God gave us a memorial that points to Him specifically as the
Creator—the fourth commandment. “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you
shall labor and do all your work; but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord your God...For
in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that in them is, and rested
the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it” (Exodus 20:8-
10). The Sabbath is a sign of our acknowledgment of God. “Moreoever also | gave them my
Sabbaths, to be a sign between them and me, that they might know that | am the Lord who
sanctifies them” (Ezekiel 20:12). Seals customarily contain a name, title, and territory. Name:
The Lord. Title: Creator. Territory: The heavens and the earth.
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