A Thousand
Years in Jail

S THE YEAR 2000 approached, many predictions were made.

The battle of Armageddon would begin; Christ would arrive; the
antichrist would arrive; humanity would be destroyed by a comet, a
nuclear war, an epidemic; the Y2K bug would trigger worldwide finan-
cial ruin; the secret rapture would take place.

How many of these things actually took place? A series of religious
books called Left Behind, based on the rapture, has become an astonish-
ing success. But should we learn what'’s just ahead of us by reading

human predictions? Let’s find out God’s future plans by consulting God.

Thoughts to Remember:

+ “For the Son of man will come in the glory of his Father with his angels, and then he will
reward each according to his works” (Matthew 16:27). This debunks the ideas that the solution
to world problems is a one-world government or the union of church and state. It also shows
that human beings are not, in fact, gods.

+ But what about the secret rapture? “For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes to
the west, so also will the coming of the Son of man be” (Matthew 24:27). Clearly there will be
nothing secret about Jesus’ coming.

+ If they're not raptured, then what happens to the righteous living when Jesus comes? What
about the righteous dead from ages past, and the wicked living and dead? “For the Lord himself
will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of
God. And the dead in Christ will rise first” (1 Thessalonians 4:16), that is, before the dead who
are not in Christ—the wicked. Have you laid someone to rest—a wife, a hushand, a child?
There is hope! The dead in Christ will rise first.

+ “Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in which all that are in the graves shall hear his
voice, and shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they
that have done evil, to the resurrection of damnation” (John 5:28, 29). So there are two
resurrections, with the righteous dead being raised first, then the wicked dead.

+ First, “we shall all be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal
must put on immortality” (1 Corinthians 15:52, 53). Just imagine: the blind will see, the crippled
will be made whole, there will be no cancer or arthritis. We will each have the healthy, vibrant
bodies God created us to have. Then the righteous dead will be raised. “Then we who are alive
and remain shall be caught up together with them [the righteous dead, now living] in the clouds
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