Our study tonight is about a beast power that, once gentle as
a lamb, starts acting like a dragon. This beast plays a major role
in last-day events.

In our last study we saw that in the last days there was going to
be a conflict around the mark of the beast, and this conflict had
to do with the issue of worship. Talking about this beast power,
the papacy, Revelation then says, “And all that dwell upon the
earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the
book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world”
(Rev 13:8).

This issue of worship is going to center around the command-
ments of God, particularly the fourth commandment, and the
7th day Sabbath, which points to God as our Creator. You will
remember that this beast power has thought to change that day
to Sunday, as a mark of its own power and authority.

KEY POINTS

The question is how could the papacy force the whole world to follow its religious precepts? The papacy has
power and influence, but not that much. The papacy doesn't have any kind of military might, so how can it
force the mark of the beast upon the world? It can’s; at least not alone.

After describing the history of the papacy, Revelation 13 then tells about another beast power that arises: “And I
beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon.
And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell
therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed” (Revelation 13:11,12).

Whoever this power is, it certainly has a major role in last day events, especially regarding worship and the mark
of the beast. When we understand who this power is, we can better understand the answer to the question
about how the mark of the beast could be enforced by the papacy.

Who, then, is this lamb-like power? There are seven characteristics of this beast found in the text above that

will help us identify this power.
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TAKE-HOME MESSAGE

At the end of time, amid all this turmoil and persecution in a world gone crazy, God will have a faithful
people who are described as having “...the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the command-
ments of God, and the faith of Jesus” (Rev 14:12). It’s not just that they keep the commandments of
God, it’s not just that they heed the call to worship the Creator, as opposed to worshiping the beast, but
they also have the “faith of Jesus.” These are people who love God, who know that their salvation is
secure in Jesus. These are people who have freely chosen to follow the Lord, to obey His commands,
people who are going to show their loyalty and faithfulness to the Lord, regardless of what man can do to
them.
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